
Enhancing Teaching Language Skills and Designing Instructional 

Materials to Improve Literacy and Numeracy Skills Program

For Indonesian Secondary School Staff

Supporting struggling learners and 
differentiating instruction 

These slides are available at 
https://melteducation.wordpress
.com/
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Thursday & Friday Mornings 
Learning Intention

• Plan several strategies that support struggling 
learners by differentiating instruction (to be 
used on your return to Indonesia)

Thursday: Reading and Writing

Friday: Speaking and Listening

• Consider emailing me and tell me what happens!



Differentiation Example 1: 
Allowing students to develop 
skills at their own pace

1. Line up in order of the number of years 
you have been employed in schools…



Resources at:
https://www.adelaide.
edu.au/melt/k-12-
education#secondary 
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Structured Overview

Graphic Organiser



Some students demonstrate capacity to identify 
key ideas with a few repeat examples…

…. some students require many experiences 
over an extended time









Time constraint… e.g.



Part A: Identifying Key Ideas

• All about the purpose of text

• Some students require week-after-week mastery. 
They start each week with part A

• Some students quickly demonstrate proficiency at 
identifying key ideas. They are allowed to start at 
Part B.



Activity 1: facilitating student 
development of a skill set at their 
own pace (continued)

• In your group, use your white board area to 
brainstorm ideas about how to allow students to 
develop a skill set at their own pace.

• Use subject-specific example(s)

• May use technology or no technology

• Doesn’t need to be complete

• Be ready to share with others

• Take a photo



Which skills for differentiation?

• On Monday, you discussed Bloom’s Verbs

• The model I am going to show you fuses Bloom’s 
Verbs and Information Literacy Standards



Models of Engaged Learning & Teaching: 
The MELT Pentagon

Communicate & Apply

Embark & Clarify

How many of these 12 verbs 
are not part of Blooms 
taxonomy?
1 minute for your group to 
count and then declare.



Models of Engaged Learning & Teaching 
Facet in Pentagon form

Communicate & Apply

Embark & Clarify

What verbs are used instead 
of Knowledge?



Models of Engaged Learning & 
Teaching Facet in Pentagon form



Structured Overview

Graphic Organiser









Other writE have 
similar structure, but 
demand increase in 
student choice



This write 
demands the 
same skills, but 
many student 
choices



Students emulate Students Improvise Students Initiate

   Less student autonomy    More student autonomy ➔ 

   More teacher guidance       Less teacher guidance  ➔ 

Scaffolding 



Activity 2: Ponderosity
• To ‘ponder’ is to think deeply

• To walk ‘ponderously’ is to walk slowly

• Consider one of the six MELT verb-pairs

• “What is a sequence of activities that can scaffold 
the development of these skills at students own 
pace?”

• Be specific 

• One slow lap around the block

• Be ready to report back



Report Back

• What did you discuss? Tell us:
• The skills you focussed on

• Your ideas for developing these skills at students own 
pace

• (Share screen?)



Differentiation Strategies today?

• Reflect: What were some aspects of today’s lesson 
that provided differentiation?

• What was the activity that you preferred? Why?

• Whiteboard these ideas in your team



Terima kasih!

Questions?

• These slides are available at 
https://melteducation.wordpress.com/ 

• Tomorrow: A focus on listening and speaking

https://melteducation.wordpress.com/
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